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Rules of Participation 

in the Open Doors Russian Scholarship Project of the Global Universities Association, 

2026 

General information 

1. The Open Doors Russian Scholarship Project of the Global Universities Association 

(hereinafter, the ñOpen Doorsò) is held in the following tracks: the Bachelorôs track, the Masterôs 

track, the Doctoral track (equivalent to PhD), and the Postdoctoral track. 

2. All official information related to the organization and conduct of the Open Doors 

(documents governing the organization and conduct of the Open Doors, preparation materials, 

results of the competition, etc.) is published on the official website at http://od.globaluni.ru 

(hereinafter, the ñOpen Doors websiteò) in Russian and English. 

3. Foreign citizens and stateless persons, including compatriots residing abroad, who 

consent to the processing of their personal data are eligible to participate in the Open Doors 

(hereinafter referred to as ñParticipantsò). 

Applicants are eligible to participate in the Bachelorôs track of the Open Doors provided, 

as of the registration opening date, they are between 16 and 23 years of age; do not hold a 

Bachelorôs, Specialist, or Masterôs degree; and hold, or are due to obtain during the academic 

year in which the Open Doors is held, an educational qualification that makes them eligible for 

admission to a higher education institution under the national legislation of the country in which 

they study. 

Applicants aged between 20 and 33 as of the registration opening date are eligible to 

participate in the Masterôs track of the Open Doors, provided they do not hold a Specialist or 

Masterôs degree and hold, or are due to obtain during the academic year in which the Open Doors 

is held, an educational qualification corresponding to at least a Bachelorôs degree. 

Applicants aged between 22 and 35 as of the registration opening date are eligible to 

participate in the Doctoral track of the Open Doors, provided they have not completed a doctoral 

(PhD) degree program and hold, or are due to obtain during the academic year in which the Open 

Doors is held, a Specialist or Masterôs degree. 

Applicants aged between 24 and 39 are eligible to participate in the Postdoctoral track of 

the Open Doors, provided, as of the registration opening date, they hold a Candidate of Sciences, 

Doctor of Sciences, or PhD degree. 

4. The official languages of the Open Doors are Russian and English. 
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5. The Open Doors is held in subject areas comprising several fields of study. A field of 

study is understood as a set of educational programs at a given level of higher education that 

have a common foundation in fundamental academic training. 

6. Based on the results of the Open Doors Russian Scholarship Project, a participant may 

be awarded one of the following statuses: ñOpen Doors winnerò (all tracks), ñOpen Doors runner-

upò (Bachelorôs and Masterôs tracks), or ñParticipant who completed the Open Doors with high 

achievementsò (Bachelorôs, Masterôs, and Doctoral tracks). 

7. Winners of the Open Doors in the Bachelorôs, Masterôs, and Doctoral tracks are 

granted the right to study in the Russian Federation within the Education Quota for foreign 

citizens in the Russian Federation (hereinafter referred to as the ñQuotaò). They are entitled to 

study at higher education institutions of the Russian Federation, with tuition funded from the 

federal budget, under higher education programs and in accordance with the legislation of the 

Russian Federation. Winners have priority in selecting a degree program at member universities 

of the Global Universities Association and other universities involved in organizing the Open 

Doors (hereinafter collectively referred to as the ñOrganizing Universitiesò), subject to providing 

documentary evidence of proficiency in the chosen language of instruction. Language 

proficiency is confirmed or assessed by the admitting higher education institution at the time of 

enrollment. 

8. If additional Russian-language training is required, winners of the Open Doors in the 

Bachelorôs, Masterôs, and Doctoral tracks are entitled to study at the preparatory faculty of a 

higher education institution under supplementary general education programs designed to 

prepare them for degree programs taught in Russian. The preparatory program is funded from 

the federal budget, and winners are guaranteed a place in a Russian-taught degree program, 

provided they demonstrate the required level of Russian-language proficiency upon completing 

the program. 

9. Runners-up of the Open Doors in the Bachelorôs and Masterôs tracks may be granted 

the same rights as winners, subject to the availability of places within the Quota after the winners 

have confirmed their entitlement. 

10. Winners in the Postdoctoral track of Open Doors are offered a research position at an 

Organizing University. 

11. Winners of the Open Doors confirm their intention to study at a Russian university 

(for the Bachelorôs, Masterôs, and Doctoral tracks) or to accept an offer of employment at a 

Russian university (for the Postdoctoral track) by submitting the required documents through 

their participant account on the Open Doors IT platform (hereinafter referred to as the 

ñParticipant Accountò) within the time specified therein. Runners-up in the Bachelorôs and 

Masterôs tracks confirm their intention to study at a Russian university in the same manner. 

12. Winners of the Open Doors in the Bachelorôs and Masterôs tracks may exercise their 
right to admission within the Quota either in the year in which the Open Doors is held or in the 

year following the award of winner status. Winners in the Doctoral track may exercise this right 

under the same conditions, provided that they participate in interviews with prospective research 
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supervisors for the following academic year and obtain confirmation from a supervisor willing 

to provide research supervision. 

13. Foreign citizens and stateless persons who are winners or runners-up of the Open 

Doors in the Bachelorôs, Masterôs, or Doctoral track are eligible to apply for grant support from 

the Government of the Russian Federation in accordance with Resolution No. 1837 of the 

Government of the Russian Federation dated November 20, 2025, and Order No. 922 of the 

Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian Federation dated November 28, 2025, 

provided they have obtained the right to study within the Quota and are prepared to undertake 

full -time study in Russian. 

14. Participants in the Bachelorôs, Masterôs, and Doctoral tracks who have completed the 

Open Doors with higher achievements may be considered for grant support from the Government 

of the Russian Federation, provided they have obtained the right to study within the Quota; are 

prepared to undertake full-time study in Russian in the Russian Federation; and submit a letter 

of recommendation from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation or the Federal 

Agency for the Commonwealth of Independent States Affairs, Compatriots Living Abroad, and 

International Humanitarian Cooperation. 

15.  The Open Doors is conducted online through the Open Doors IT platform, accessible 

via the Open Doors website. The online format includes identity verification and monitoring to 

ensure independent completion of Open Doors tasks. 

16. The number and content of the Open Doors stages vary by track: 

ï The Bachelorôs track comprises two stages: the First Stage, a portfolio competition; 
and the Second (Final) Stage, completion of the Open Doors tasks. 

ï The Masterôs track comprises two stages: the First Stage, a portfolio competition; and 

the Second (Final) Stage, completion of the Open Doors tasks. 

ï The Doctoral track comprises three stages: the First Stage, a portfolio competition; 

the Second Stage, completion of the Open Doors tasks; and the Third (Final) Stage, interviews 

with prospective research supervisors and/or Doctoral Track managers. 

ï The Postdoctoral track comprises three stages: the First Stage, a portfolio competition; 

the Second Stage, a competition based on video presentations of participantsô research results; 

and the Third (Final) Stage, interviews with research project leaders. 

17. No fee is charged for participation in the Open Doors. 

18.  The Open Doors Project Office provides clarification on matters relating to the 

organization and administration of the Open Doors. Participants may contact the Project Office 

by email at opendoors@globaluni.ru or via the feedback form in the ñSupportò section on the 

official Open Doors homepage. Participants must observe generally accepted standards of 

communication when submitting inquiries. If a participant uses insulting, obscene, profane, or 

otherwise offensive language contrary to generally accepted moral and ethical standards, 

mailto:opendoors@globaluni.ru

